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Tuscaloosa Chinese Sisterhood Chinese Language School
Opening Ceremony Address

Dear all,

First, we appreciate your being here and showing support. The enthusiasm we received has far
exceeded what we expected. | would like to take a few minutes to introduce why we formed the
Tuscaloosa Chinese Sisterhood, a nonprofit organization of Chinese women in Tuscaloosa, and
why we want to start a Chinese language school.

| believe many of you here today have tried to teach your children Chinese at home. Why we do
this, because we all believe our children as Chinese decedents should know Chinese language
and retain Chinese identity. Language is the foundation, only through language will our children
understand China, Chinese culture, Chinese history, and feel proud to be Chinese or Chinese
American. Itis hard to teach a language without an environment. We all had such experience.
Our kids felt bored and lost interests in learning Chinese and parents felt frustrated then gave up.
We all hoped to have a Chinese language school which will help to create a better Chinese
learning environment.

Up till now, there has not been a sustainable Chinese language school in Tuscaloosa. Losing
Chinese language ability and Chinese identity is a common problem seen in second generation
Chinese in US. Many can listen or speak some, but most cannot read and write in Chinese. For
us, with families or friends still in China, we can still bring the kids back to China to visit to
reestablish their Chinese ties. But what about the next generation; our grand-children? Our
Children, if with poor Chinese language and limited culture knowledge, and with only distant
connections in China will be unable to pass on a strong Chinese identity to their kids. At this
point, the large Chinese immigration to the US will have been largely assimilated; a cultural
wipeout.

Chinese American immigration history dates back to 19th century, but the early immigrants had
a really hard time to be accepted in America. The big Chinese immigration wave of highly
educated people started since 1980s. In that respect, we are the first generation immigrants, how
to maintain culture identity in an immigration culture is a new challenge that we have never
faced with before. Today we are here to celebrate the opening of our Chinese school. This is the
Tuscaloosa Chinese Sisterhood’s first step toward forming a real Chinese community. This is
not just a school, but also a social platform that provides an environment for Chinese in town to
network, communicate, exchange ideas and share experiences, and together promote the sense of
belonging and Chinese identity. In addition, as a group, we can better integrate into local



community, enriching culture diversity by sharing rich Chinese heritage. Although an
organization formed and led by women, we definitely welcome all support and voluntary work
from the dads and everybody in the community.

How to teach Chinese is a first-time job for us too, but we believe we can all work together to
figure out and improve. This is not something transient to test out or if it does not work we shall
quit. We together have to be determined to make this work, not for us, but for them, our children
and grandchildren, or else the thousands years of culture will be lost in our hands. Also, our
Chinese school only have 90 minutes every week, it is impossible in that short period of time to
cramp in Chinese language and all other cultural elements. Through the Chinese school we also
want to inspire and motivate parents to do much more at home.

We want to thank everybody again for great participation and support, being TCS members or
serve on TCS consultant group. TCS will have regular member meetings to collect your
feedbacks and suggestions to keep improving our Chinese school.

This is our responsibility, our community. It is not about ego, not about committee members
telling you what to do. Every member counts. We need your voice, we need your support.
Together we are strong!

Thank you,

Tuscaloosa Chinese Sisterhood

Aug. 2015



